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Rule 5 

Series of Downs, Number of Down and Team Possession After Penalty 

 

 

1.   On 4th down and one to go and the foremost point of the ball toughing the 40 yard line, A’s  

      pass is incomplete.  Which of the following is incorrect? 

A. The ball is spotted in the exact same position as it was on 4th down.   

B. The chains must be now moved to a point one ball length from the 40. 

C.  It will next be first down. 

D.  The chains are not moved and the ball should be spotted by aligning with 

the back stake. 
 

2.    After a touchback,  

       A.  the mid-point of the ball (middle lace) is placed on the 20 yard line.   

       B.  the ball is always placed and snapped midway between the hash marks. 

       C.  the clock starts on the ready for play signal 

       D.  the foremost point of the ball should be touching the 20 yard line. 
 

 

3.    Forth down and two to go for Team A from A’s 38.  The forward stake is just past the 40  

       yard line.  A26 runs the ball into the line and the ball is ruled down ½ inch short of the 40.   

       As the Referee announces that the ball is going over, but before the chains are moved, the  

       Team A captain asks for a measurement.  Which is incorrect? 

A.  The Referee may grant the request. 

B.  The Referee may deny the request. 

C.  The Referee must grant the request. 
D.  It will next be first down. 

 

 

4.   Third down and six for Team A from its own 36.  A12 throws a legal forward pass to A87  

      who catches the ball but fumbles after being hit by B8 at the 50 yard line.  B13 then recovers  

      the fumble and return the ball to A’s 45 where he is hit near the sideline and fumbles the ball  

      out of bounds at A’s 43.  Which is incorrect? 

A.  It will next be first down. 

B.  The ball belongs to B. 

C.  The clock will not start on the ready-for-play signal. 

D.  All of these are incorrect.  OK, this is a trick question b ut not unlike some we 

encounter on the GHSA exam.  A, B, and C are all correct statements.  To state that 

All of these are incorrect, is an incorrect statement. 

 

5.  Third down and six for Team A from its own 36.  A12 throws a legal forward pass to A87  

      who catches the ball but fumbles after being hit by B8 at the 50 yard line.  B13 then attempts  

      to recover the fumble but cannot gain complete control. In trying to recover the fumble, B13  

      causes the ball to go out of bounds.  Which is correct? 
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A.  The ball belongs to A. 
B.  The ball belongs to B. 

C.  It will next be forth down. 

D.  B13 is guilty of illegal batting. 

 

 

6.  Team K punts on fourth down from its own 30 yard line.  The punt is allowed to hit the  

     ground at R’s 45 and bounces back toward Team K’s goal line.  In an attempt to stop the ball,  

     K56 touches the ball at R’s 49 yard line but does not gain possession.  R40 then falls on the  

     ball gaining possession at K’s 49 yard line.  Which statement is incorrect? 

A.  R may take possession of the ball at K’s 49 yard line. 

B.  This is a foul for first touching of a scrimmage kick. 
C.  R may take the ball at its own 49 yard line. 

D.  It will next be first down. 

 

7.  Team K punts on fourth down from its own 30 yard line.  The punt is allowed to hit the  

     ground at R’s 45 and bounces back toward Team K’s goal line.  In an attempt to stop the ball,  

     K56 touches the ball at R’s 49 yard line but does not gain possession.  R 34 attempts to  

     recover the ball but muffs it.  R16 blocks K31 in the back.  R40 then falls on the ball gaining 

     possession at R’s 42 yard line.  The penalty for an illegal block in the back is declined.      

     Which statement is correct? 

A.  R cannot take the ball at R’s 49. 
B.  Replay the down due to the penalty. 

C.  R can take the ball at its own 49 yard line because of first toughing by K56. 

D.  It will be K’s ball first down. 

 

8.   K90’s free kick is high but short and comes down at R’s 47 yard line.  Both R33 and K 60  

      dive for the ball and are both holding onto the ball on the ground at R’s 47 when the Field  

      Judge blows the play dead.  Properly officiated, the Referee should 

A.  award the ball to K which was the team last in possession of the ball. 

B.  replay the free kick down 

C.  award the ball to R. 
D.  Apply the proper enforcement rule because of the inadvertent whistle by the Field Judge. 

 

9.   After a 4th down, a new series of downs shall be awarded only after considering every foul that     

      was flagged during the down.   

A. This is correct. 
B. This is incorrect. 

 

 
 


