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WEEKLY RULES CHECKUP #12 

Rule 6 

Kicking the Ball and Fair Catch 

 

 

1.    Team K punts on fourth down from its 30 yard line.  R17 is on his 40 yard line and the kick  

        is high.  R17 begins to move forward as if to catch the ball but sees K30 approaching and   

        stops.  K30 stops at R’s 45 yard line just prior to making contact with R17.  There is no   

        contact and the ball lands just behind R17 on R’s 46 yard line where it is recovered by K6. 

        Which of the following is correct? 

A.  These actions are all legal as there was no contact with R17. 

B.  This is kick catching interference. 

C.  This is a 10 yard penalty. 

D.  All of these are correct. 

 

2.    When K15’s punt from his own 15 yard line goes straight up, R30 runs into the offensive  

        backfield and signals for a fair catch which he makes at K 13 yard line.  R may now elect a  

        free kick for a field goal from K’s 13 yard line.  Which of the follow is correct? 

A.  This is correct. 

B.  If R30 muffs the ball, he may recover and advance. 

C.  The free kick may not take place because this is not a fair catch. 

D.  Both A and B are correct 

 

3.    Team K’s free kicker is a soccer-style kicker.  On the kickoff to start the game, he  

        approaches the ball and his plant foot goes just beyond the 40 yard line slightly before he  

        actually kicks the ball.  Properly officiated, which of the following should happen? 

A.  The Umpire should throw his flag & blow his whistle to stop the play for encroachment 

B.  The Umpire should only throw his flag and let the play continue. 

C.  K will be penalized 5 yards and re-kick. 

D.  Allow the play to continue as a normal kickoff. 

 

 4.    K punts from its 46 yard line.  The kick is low and R20 leaps high into the air at K’s 47 yard  

        line and touches the kick.  The kick continues downfield and lands at R’s 36 where K10  

        recovers.  Which of the following is correct? 

A.  R can have the ball at K’s 47 because of first touching. 

B.  It is K’s ball at R’s 36 because the kick had been touched by an R player. 

C.  It is R’s ball at its own 36. 

D.  Leaping to block a scrimmage kick is illegal and results in a 15 yard penalty. 

 

5.     R23 calls for and makes a fair catch at the right hash mark on his 45 yard line.  Prior to the  

        ready-for–play signal, R’s captain asks the Referee to spot the ball on the opposite hash  

        mark.  The Referee tells the captain that the ball has to be spotted where it was caught.  In  

        this case, 

A.  The Referee is correct. 

B.  The Referee is incorrect. 
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6.     R49 signals for a fair catch but the ball sails over his head.  He then blocks K82 to prevent  

        K82 from downing the ball near R’s goal line.   

A.  This is a foul with a five-yard penalty. 

B.  This is not a foul. 

C.  This is a foul carrying a ten yard penalty 

D.  This is a foul for illegal blocking. 

 

7.    K is flagged for kick catching interference.  Which of the follow is incorrect? 

       A.  R may not elect to next put the ball in play with a free kick. 

       B.  R may decline all penalty options. 

       C.  R may accept an awarded fair catch and put the ball in play with a free kick. 

       D.  R may choose to have K penalized 15 yards from the previous spot. 

 

8.    R19 is in position catch Team K’s punt at R’s 15 yard line.  The ball bounces at R’s 20 and  

       into R19’s hands.  R19 starts to retune the ball and at his 22 yard line points his left hand     

       slightly forward and above his head as if directing blockers.  When the Field Judge observes    

       this action, he should 

A.  continue officiating. 

B.  throw his flag and blow his whistle 

C.  throw his flag and continue officiating. 

D. Pick up has flag after the Side Judge explains that the runner was directing his blockers 

and not giving a fair catch signal. 

 

9.   K’s field goal attempt is short and lands at R’s 10 yard line where R1 recovers and returns to  

      his 15 yard line.  Which of the following is incorrect? 

      A.  R’s ball first down at R’s 15. 

      B.  This is a legal return 

      C.  R’s ball at R’s 10 and the ball cannot be advanced. 

      D.  If there is no foul on the play, the ball cannot next be put in play by the kicking team. 

 

10.  Team K’s free kick from its 40 yard line to start the second half is muffed by R25 and goes  

        out of bounds at Team R’s 35 yard line.  Which of the following is correct? 

A. This is a penalty for a free kick out of bounds because possession did not change  

B. The ball may be spotted on any spot on R’s 35 because that is the penalty option that 

was accepted. 

C. The ball must be placed on the hash mark in the side where the ball went out of bounds. 

D. All of these are possible 


