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Rule 7 

Snapping, Handing and Passing the Ball 

 

 

1.    On third down and six, the Line Judge observes that the snapper for Team A has taken a  

       slightly different stance that he was previously using and his head is beyond the forward tip    

       of the ball.  Properly officiated, the line judge should 

A. Officiate a legal play because the snapper may have parts of his body beyond the 

forward point of the ball. 

B. immediately throw a flag and signal time out for an encroachment foul. 

C. throw a flag when the ball is snapped and continue to officiate. 

D. notify the Umpire after the play is over. 

 

2.    Team A has the ball at its own 48 yard line and it is third down and six to go for a first  

        down.  As Team A lines up in a spread formation A80 enters the field and replaces A89  

        who had assumed a position 5 yards from his sideline.  A80 assumes that same position.   

        When the ball is snapped, 

A.  a flag should be thrown for illegal substitution. 

B.  a flag should be thrown for illegal formation. 

C.  a flag should be thrown for illegal shift. 

D.  a flag should not be thrown because the action described is legal. 

 

3.    Team A has the ball at its own 48 yard and it is third down and six to go for a first down.   

       Team A lines up in a scrimmage kick formation with its punter in the game and in position  

        to receive the snap.  On the line are Tackle A78, Guard A65, Snapper A22, Guard A34, and  

        Tackle A70.  Ends A81 and A86 are on the line.  If the ball is snapped, 

A. Team A may punt and there is no foul. 

B. Team A should be flagged for illegal formation. 

C. Team A should be flagged for illegal numbering. 

D. The ball should not be snapped as Team A committed a dead ball foul. 

 

4.    Forward handing in the neutral zone during a scrimmage down is always illegal. 

       A.  This is correct 

       B.  This is incorrect 

 

5.    A’s ball on its own 10 yard line with third down and eight to go for a first down.  QB A10 in  

       under the snapper for a hand-to-hand snap and wide-out A13 is on the line.  At the snap,  

       A13 quickly backs up to his 7 yard line as A10 fakes a quick pass downfield and then throws  

       a backward pass to A13.  Just as A13 is about to catch the pass, B17 runs into the offensive  

       backfield and bats the ball toward A’s goal line.  The ball crosses the goal line and goes out  

       of bounds just behind the goal line pylon.  Which of the following is incorrect? 

A.  The ball belongs to Team A 

B.  This is a safety 

C.  This is a touchback 

D.  The correct answer is not given here. 
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6.    Team A has the ball it B’s 35 yard line with the clock stopped and 0:08 remaining in the  

        fourth period.  The score is B 16 and A 12.  QB A12 is lined up six yards behind the  

        snapper and receives the snap and throws a pass to his right to A 22.  The Referee signals a  

        forward pass as A12 and A22 are both at about A’s 41 yard line.  A 22 throws a forward  

        pass and A16 catches the pass at the 2 yards line and carries the ball into B’s end zone.   

        Time expires during the play.  Which of the following is correct? 

A. The try should not be attempted. 

B. The final score is 16-12 in favor of Team B. 

C. If any penalty against Team A is accepted, the down must be replayed as an untimed 

down. 

D. The final score will be 18-16 in favor of Team A. 

 

7.     Which of the following is incorrect? 

         A.  If an illegal forward pass is thrown, penalty measurement is from the previous spot. 

         B.  Pass eligibility rules only apply to legal forward passes. 

         C.  Pass interference restrictions on a legal forward pass begin with the snap for Team A  

               players. 

E. Unavoidable contact does not constitute pass interference. 

 

8.     Fourth down and 3 for Team A which lines up in a scrimmage kick formation.  A80 slight  

        false start causes B12 to slightly encroach without making any contact.  Which is correct? 

A.  This is a double dead ball foul situation.  Fouls offset. 

B.  The following down will be first and ten 

C.  The following down will be fourth and 3 

D.  The following down will be fourth and 8. 

 

9.      The offensive team is using a double wing formation with the quarterback under the    

         snapper.  Wingback A35 is clearly not breaking the plane of an imaginary line through the  

         snapper’s waist but his head does break a plane of a line through the waist of A86 who is  

         on the line.  All of these imaginary lines are parallel to the line of scrimmage.  This is 

A.  a legal formation. 

B.  an illegal formation and a flag should be thrown as soon as it is observed. 

C.  an illegal formation but not until the ball is snapped. 

D.  An illegal formation resulting in a 15 yard penalty. 

 

10.    Which of the following is correct? 

          A.  All A players become eligible if B touches a legal forward pass. 

          B.  Pass eligibility rules apply equally to both legal and illegal passes. 

          C.  A78 on the end of the line is an eligible receiver if he notifies the Umpire prior to the  

                play. 

          D.  B players on their line of scrimmage are ineligible pass receivers until A touches the  

                ball. 


