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WEEKLY RULES CHECKUP #18   - ANSWERS 

Rule 10 

Enforcement of Penalties 

 

 

1.   From B’s 48 yard line on second and 20, A10 passes to A87.  B16 is flagged for defensive  

      pass interference against A87 and the pass falls incomplete.  Properly officiated, 

A. the Referee will award an automatic first down in addition to a yardage penalty. 

B. if the penalty is accepted it will be second down at B’s 33.  Penalize B 15 

yards from the previous spot (loose ball play).  This is no longer an auto first down. 

C. if the penalty is accepted, it will be first down for Team a at B’s 33 

D. the correct answer is not given 

 

 

2.   A66 holds on a running play and after the ball is dead, A83 piles on B78.  Properly  

      officiated, 

A.  the penalties will offset and the down will be replayed. 

B.  both penalties can be enforced if accepted. A live ball fouls is never paired 

with a dead ball foul to create a double fouls situation.  If both are accepted, 

penalize both. 
C.  only one foul can be penalized as this is a multiple foul situation.  

D.  The correct answer is not given. 

 

 

3.    After a first down play is over at Team B’s 5 yard line, both teams are flagged for late hits.      

       The penalized half the distance to the goal and the ball is moved to the 2 ½ yard line.  Team  

       A is then penalized 15 yards and the ball is placed at B’s 17 ½ yard line.  Which statement   

       is incorrect? 

A. This is a proper enforcement. See Rule 10-2-5-b 

B. The penalties cancel each other. 

C. It will next be second down 

D. If the coach of Team B is flagged for unsportsmanlike conduct, that penalty can be 

enforced. 

 

4.   The wing official observes that B78 has lined up in the neutral zone after the ready-for-play  

       signal has been given.  The official should not allow the ball to be snapped.   

       A   This is correct. Whistle, stop the clock, flag when it happens, 
       B.  This is incorrect 

 

 

5.   A75 is flagged for holding on a legal forward pass play.  B22 intercepts the pass and returns  

      it for a touchdown but during the return, B16 blocks A54 in the back.  Which is the incorrect  

      statement? 

A.  This is automatically a double foul and the foul is replayed. B got the ball 

with clean hands must decline the foul on A to do so.  The block in the back will be 

accepted and B penalized from the spot of B16’s foul. 
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B.  If B declines A75’s foul, B can retain the ball. 

C.  If B accepts A75’s foul, it is a double foul and the block in the back is ignored. 

D.  It will probably be first down for B after enforcement of B16’s foul 

 

 

6.   Team A is flagged for an illegal shift at the snap and during the running play A88 is flagged  

      for holding.  Which statement is this was supposed to say correct 

A.  Both fouls can be penalized. 

B.  Only one foul can be penalized. This is a multiple foul situation and 

only one fouls is penalized—normally the one that hurts the most 
C.  This is a double fouls situation. 

D.  The down will be repeated if either penalty is accepted.  This is also true---

there was supposed to be only one correct answer. 
 

 

 7.    A12 rolls out to his right intending to pass.  Before the pass is thrown, A50 holds B54.   

        Properly enforced, 

A.  this is enforced from the previous spot. The run prior to the loose ball 

is part of a loose ball play.  This one is easy to miss in a game. 
B.  this is enforced from the spot of the foul. 

C.  if the pass is caught, this foul in enforced from the dead ball spot. 

D.  if the pass in incomplete, the foul is ignored. 

 

 

8.   On a free kick from K’s 40 yard line, R10 back-peddles rapidly and catches the ball at his  

      own 2 yard line but his  momentum carries him into the end zone where he is tackled.  The  

      referee had bean-bagged the spot at the catch—the two yard line.  During the play the umpire  

      flagged R65 for holding at R’s 40 yard line.  Properly enforced, 

A.  the penalty is enforced from the spot of the foul 

B.  the foul is ignored because Team R gained no advantage 

C.  A is penalized 10 yards from the previous spot and the ball is re-kicked 

from A’s 30.  This is a foul during a loose ball play in all likelihood.  

However, if the foul occurred after the catch and before the ball became 

dead, then D (below would be correct.  It is always important to know 

the status of the ball when a foul occurs. 

D.  R is penalized half the distance to the goal and the ball is placed at the one yard line. 
 

 

9.   A snaps the ball on third and nine from its own 2 yard line but the runner is tackled in the end  

      zone.  During the play, Team B is flagged for clipping at A’s 5 yard line.  Properly enforced, 

A. Team B is awarded 2 points and the foul is ignored. 

B.  It will next be first and ten for A from A’s 20 yard line. 

C.  It will next be first and ten from A’s 15 yard line. Rule 10-4-7 

D.  It will next be first and ten from A’s17 yard line. 
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10.  A snaps the ball at its 29 yard line and throws a forward pass to A83 who catches the pass      

       and advances seven yards for a total of a 25 yard gain on the play.  The ball became dead at  

       B’s 46 yard line.  After pass is thrown, B75 hit’s A10 and the Referee judges that this  

       constituted roughing the passer.  Which statement is correct? 

A.   The penalty, if accepted, it is enforced from the previous spot. 

B.   If Team A wants the 25-yard gain, it will have to decline the penalty. 

C.   If the penalty is accepted, the ball will next be snapped at A’s 44 yard line 

D.   If the penalty is accepted, the ball will next be snapped at B’s 31 yard 

line. Rule 10-5-5 
 


