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GENERAL PLAY SITUATIONS 

 

 

1.   Third down and four to go for a first down for Team A from its own 48.  A12 rolls to his     

       right and passes to A80 who catches the pass and is then tackled at B’s 40 by B45 who grabs     

       A80’s facemask while making he tackle.  Prior to the pass being thrown, A77 holds B65 at    

       A’s 47 yard line.  Properly enforced, the next play is 

A.  first down for A at B’s 40 yard line. 

B.  first down for A at B’s 25 yard line. 

C.  Third down for A at A’s 48 yard line. Live ball fouls by each team offset. 
D.  Third down for A at BN’s 37 yard line. 

 

2.    Team A is out of time outs near the end of the second period.  On second down A10 completes a pass  

       to A 48 who runs to B’s 10 yard line trying to get out of bounds to stop the clock but is tackled by  

       B11 before going out of bounds.  The dead ball spot is beyond the line to gain and the covering  

       official stops the clock to award Team A a new series.  There are only eight seconds remaining and  

       Team A is in a shotgun spread formation ready to snap the ball as soon as the ready-for-play signal is  

       given.  As soon as the ready-for-play signal is given, QB A10 spikes the ball at B’s 16 yard line to  

       stop the clock and get its field goal team on the field.  When the clock is stopped, there are seven  

       seconds on the clock. 

A.  It may next be first down from B’s 21 yard line and the clock starts on the snap. 

B.  It may next be second down and 16 yards to go from B’s 16 yard line and the clock starts on the   

        ready-for-play signal. 

C.  It may next be first down at B’s 25 yard line and the clock starts on the ready-for-play signal. 

D.  It may next be second down for A from B’s 21 yard line and the clock starts on the ready-for-

play signal. 

There are several aspects to this play.  Spiking the ball in this case is an illegal forward pass 

which can be enforced from the end of the run-the 16 yard line.  It is a five yard penalty 

and also loss of down.  B can be correct if the penalty is declined.   D can also be correct if 

the penalty is accepted AND the Referee invokes 3-4-6.   
 

3.    Team K has the ball on its own five yard line on fourth down.  K6 lines up deep in his end zone in a  

       scrimmage kick formation.  When the ball is snapped, R53 breaks through the line between the  

       snapper and the right guard.  In doing so, R53 contacts the snapper and the snapper falls down        

       backwards.  R53  blocks the kick which bounces off him and goes across the end line.  

A.   A new force has been applied and this is a touchback 

B.   This is a safety. R53 did not apply a new force to the kick.  Case Book 8-5-2 

Situation B play a.  Also Rule 2-13-4-a. 

C.   R53 is guilty of roughing the snapper. No because B53 did not charge directly into the 

snapper 

D.   If R53 hits K after blocking the scrimmage kick, it is a foul. 

 

4.    Concerning correction of a down and action during an incorrect down which statement is FALSE: 

A. K punts on fourth down but it was actually third down. The punt is returned for a touchdown. The  

     period ended during the return. The try was successful and afterwards the Referee signals the    

     period to be over by holding the ball above his head. This error cannot be corrected. 

B. Team A runs what is determined to be a fifth down play. A76 is flagged for holding. It is then  

     determined to have been fourth down. It is now first and ten for Team B at the previous spot. The  
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     holding call is not enforced. 

C. Team A runs a fifth down play. A76 is flagged for pulling the face mask 

of B39. It is then determined to have been fourth down. It is now first and 

ten for Team B at the previous spot. The face mask penalty is not 

enforced. This was on last year’s exam.  See Case Book plays 5-1-1 Situations A 

through E 
D. Team A runs a fifth down play for a touchdown. A88 holds the ball above his head running into  

     the end zone taunting B21 from the ten yard line to the goal line. It is then determined to have  

     been a fourth down. It is now Team B's ball first and ten after a fifteen yard penalty is enforced as  

     a dead ball on the action of A88. 

 

5.   Passer A12 is under a heavy rush and sees a teammate behind the line of scrimmage.  A12 tosses  

      the ball to the teammate who has his back turned to A12 and cannot see the pass being thrown to  

      him.  The pass hits the teammate who is A50 in the side and falls to the ground. 

 A.   This is an incomplete forward pass. Rule 7-5-13 overrides Rule 2-44.  To be 

illegal touching, the ineligible receiver must willfully touch the ball by trying to catch it 

or actually catching it. 
B.  This is a foul for illegal touching by an ineligible receiver. 

C.  This penalty is properly enforced from the spot of the illegal touching 

D.  This penalty is properly enforced from the previous spot. 

 

6.   Team A has only six players on its line of scrimmage when the ball is snapped on first down from A’s  

      20 yard line.  After the runner is tackled at A’s 26 yard line by B87, B28 is flagged for a late hit on the  

      runner.  Which of the following is correct? 

A. Penalties offset and replay first down from A’s 20 yard line. 

B. The penalties can both be enforced.  Rule 10-1-3 
C. These fouls are penalized in order of severity. 

D. None of these is correct. 

 

7,   Following a second down play, A89 comes onto the field as a substitute for A 93.  A89 stops five  

      yards from the sideline as his team is ready to snap the ball.  Following the snap, A89 goes downfield  

      and catches A7’s legal forward pass for a first down.  Which of the following is incorrect? 

A.   This is an illegal formation. 

B.   If a penalty flag is thrown, the penalty can be declined. 

C.   This is illegal touching.  See Case Book play 7.2.1.A 
D.   This could be illegal participation. 

 

8.   A78 contacts B60 with a legal block above the waist.  The contact causes both players to bounce  

      backward slightly.  A78 recoils and then blocks B60 below the waist.  The second contact is 

A.  legal because it is a continuation of the original block. 

B.  illegal. Case Book play 9.3.2.F option b. 
C.  permitted even if the free blocking zone has disintegrated. 

D.  a foul resulting in a ten yard penalty. 


