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WEEKLY RULES CHECKUP #9  - EXPLANATIONS 

Rule 5 

Series of Downs, Number of Down and Team Possession After Penalty 

 

 

1.   About fouls occurring prior to or simultaneously with the snap, 

      A.   the number of the next down after enforcement is the same as it was 

before the foul occurred. Rule 5.2.3 
      B.   the number of the next down will be the next number in the series of downs. 

      C.   the distance penalty is automatically enforced.The distance penalty can always be 

declined. 

      D.   the play always blown dead immediately. Fouls at the snap are not blown dead. 

 

2.   If a double foul occurs during a down, the number of the next down will be  

      A.  the same as the down in which the fouls occurred. These offset and the 

down is repeated. Rule 5-2-1 

      B.  the next down in the series only if penalties are accepted. 

      C.  the next down in the series only if all penalties are declined. 

      D.  determined according to whether this occurs in overtime or not. 

 

3.   After a third down play that ends near the line-to-gain, the Referee determines that the line to  

      gain has not been reached, announces fourth down and gives the ready-for-play signal.  Team  

      A lines up in a scrimmage kick formation and then the Team A captain asks for a  

      measurement.  The Referee should 

A.  deny the request because it was not made prior to the ready-for-play  

signal.  See Case Book play 5.3.2 play B 

B.  have the chains brought out and measure. 

C.  deny the request because it was obvious that the line-to-gain had not been reached. 

D.  flag Team A for delay of game. 

 

4.   On a third down play from A’s ½ yard line, A10 receives the snap behind his goal line and  

      tries to charge forward. He is tackled with the forward-most part of the ball completely in the  

      field of play and part of the ball on the goal line.  The ball will next be out in play at 

A.  the dead ball spot – fourth down. 

B.  a spot that places the ball completely in the field of play just outside A’s goal line. 

C.  A’s 20 yard line. See Case Book play 5.3.4.B  the result of the play is a safety.  

Rule 5-3-4 
D.  None of these are correct. 

 

5.   Third down and four to go.  Following the ball being declared dead, B56 piles on the downed  

      runner who has reached the line-to-gain.  A78 then hits B56 in retaliation.  The next play will    

      be 

A.  third down replayed. 

B.  first and ten for A. The play is over when blown dead.  The two fouls offset. 

C.  first and 25 for A. 
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D.  fourth down and four to go. 

 

6.   Third down and four to go for Team A from its own 35 yard line.  A23 runs the ball to A’s  

      42 yard line.  After the play is over, B56 piles on A23.  Properly enforced it will be 

A.  A’s ball first down at B’s 43.  
B.  A’s ball at B’s 43 and repeat third down. 

C.  first down for A and B56 is disqualified. 

D.  Both A and C. 

 

7.  Team A elects to kick on fourth down and six.  There is a hard rush and the kicker, K16, trying  

      to keep the kick from being blocked, kicks the ball high and nearly straight up into the air.   

      The ball veers slightly to the right and hits the ground at the line to gain and then bounces  

       back behind the line of scrimmage where the kicker recovers it.  Which of the following is  

       most correct? 

A.  K16 can kick the ball again. 

B.  K16 can pass the ball. 

C.  If K16 is tackled with the ball it belongs to Team K but it will next be first down for B. 

D.  All of these are correct. Rule 5-1-4  Also Rule 6-2-3 

 

8.   About dead ball fouls: 

      A.   A dead ball foul prior to the ready-for-play signal is part of the 

previous play. Rule 5-3-1  administer the penalty BEFORE the line-to-gain is established. 

      B.   A dead ball foul prior to the ready-for-play signal is party of the next play. 

      C.   If there is a late hit by A on a play that results in a first down being awarded to A, the next  

            down will be first and 25 after enforcement of the penalty. 

      D.  None of these is completely correct. 

 

9.   With fourth down and 4 from the 50, A26 runs the ball to B’s 40 and throws an incomplete  

      forward pass.  Which of the following is most correct? 

A.  If B declines the penalty, it will be A’s ball first and 10 from B’s 40 yard line. 

B.  If B accepts the penalty, it will still be a first down but from B’s 45 yard line. 

C.  This is a loose ball play and must be enforced from the previous spot. 

D.  Both A and B are correct.  Case Book play 5.2.2.B 
 

10.  K’s ball fourth and 2 at midfield.  The scrimmage crosses the expanded neutral zone and is  

       muffed by R at the R 40 yard line.  The ball then rebounds back behind the line of scrimmage   

       and is recovered by K2 at K;s 43 yard line where he thrown an incomplete pass to eligible  

       receiver A80 at the R38 yard line.  Which stamen below about this play is correct? 

A.  This is an illegal forward pass. 

B.  This is not an illegal forward pass. Case Book play 5.1.3.d 
C.  It will next be first down for Team R. 

D.  None of these are correct. 

 
 


