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2020 GHSA Coordinators and Liaisons 

▪ James Arnold – State Football Officials Coordinator, State Football 
Training Coordinator

▪ Rick Boedy – Test Coordinator, Area Crew Coordinator, Rules 
Interpreter

▪ Keith Hammond – Coordinator of Video Evaluation
▪ Joe Rice – Coordinator of Rubric Development 
▪ Hayes Cook – Coordinator of Rubric Scoring Summary
▪ Clifton Puckett – Coordinator of Video 



2020 NFHS
FOOTBALL RULES CHANGES



Rule Change

HALFTIME INTERMISSION OPTION FOLLOWING 
WEATHER DELAY
RULE 3-1-6c EXCEPTION (NEW)

www.nfhs.org

If weather causes a delay of at least 30 minutes during the last three minutes of the second period, the 
opposing coaches may mutually agree to shorten the halftime intermission below the 10-minute minimum 
(PlayPic A). The mandatory 3-minute warm-up must take place before the third period begins (PlayPic B).

A B
HALFTIME INTERMISSION



Rule Change

40-SECOND PLAY CLOCK CLARIFICATION
RULES 3-6-1a(1)e EXCEPTIONS 2 AND 3 (NEW)

www.nfhs.org

The play clock will be set to 40 seconds when an officials’ time-out is initially taken for an 
injury to a defensive player (PlayPic A) or a defensive player has an equipment issue 
(PlayPic B).

A B



Rule Change

25-SECOND PLAY CLOCK CLARIFICATION
RULE 3-6-1a(1)f (NEW)

www.nfhs.org

When either team is awarded a new series after a legal kick (MechaniGram A), the play 
clock is set to 25 seconds and starts with the ready-for-play signal (PlayPic B).

A B



Rule Change

DISCONCERTING ACT FOUL AND PENALTY RECLASSIFIED
RULES 7-1-9 (NEW), 7-1-9 PENALTY (NEW)

www.nfhs.org

Disconcerting acts or words by the defense has been reclassified from an 
unsportsmanlike foul to a disconcerting act foul, and the penalty changed from 
15 yards to 5 yards. Signal 23 will be used to indicate the foul.

23



Rule Change

SPIKING THE BALL TO CONSERVE TIME
7-5-2e EXCEPTION, TABLE 7-5-2e EXCEPTION, 
TABLE 7-5e EXCEPTION

www.nfhs.org

The exception to allow a player to conserve time by intentionally throwing the ball 
forward to the ground immediately after receiving the snap has been expanded. 
This exception now includes snaps that are not hand-to-hand.



2020 NFHS 
FOOTBALL EDITORIAL CHANGES



Editorial Change

CORRECTING PLAY CLOCK ERRORS
RULE 3-4-9 (NEW)

www.nfhs.org

The referee shall have the authority to correct obvious errors in timing by the 
play clock (PlayPic A) if discovery is prior to the snap (PlayPic B).

A B



Editorial Change

2020 NFHS FOOTBALL EDITORIAL CHANGES

www.nfhs.org

NOCSAE Warning Label Updated the language in the NOCSAE Warning Label.

1-3-1d and g Added reference to “Figure 1-3-1”

1-3-1i  (NEW) Added a new heading for “Method of Measuring the Ball”

Table 1-7 Updated Table 1-7 of allowable State Association Adoptions for football.

2-33-2 Penalty decisions following a foul further clarified.

2-41-9 Further defined the spot where a run ends.

3-1-6  (NEW) Added a new Article on halftime intermission that use to be in TABLE 3-1.

3-1-7  (NEW) Added a new Article on three-minute warm-up period that use to be in TABLE 3-1.

TABLE 3-1 Added mandatory three-minute warm-up period to TABLE 3-1.

3-4-8 Grammar edit to the Article.

7-2-5a Clarified player formation and numbering requirements.

7-5-12 Deleted a portion of the Article that dealt with lineman.



Editorial Change

2020 NFHS FOOTBALL EDITORIAL CHANGES

www.nfhs.org

TABLE 7-5 Clarified enforcement spots and added rules references to TABLE 7-5.

8-2-4 Deleted “results of the play” and added “penalty.”

9-5-1d Re-lettered items under Article 1 after deleting item on disconcerting act.

9-9 PENALTY Deleted a signal reference in Article 3.

10-4-2 EXCEPTION Added “legal” before “free or scrimmage kick down.”

10-5-1j Added “legal” before “kick.”

Penalty Summary New format.  Added “Disconcerting Act” foul under loss of 5-yards penalty.

NFHS Official Football 
Signals

Added New Signal 17 on play clock and revised Signal 23 for disconcerting act.

Appendix H  (NEW) Added a new Appendix H on “Modifications for Competition Below Ninth Grade.”

Index Added Intermission, Length of Halftime to Index.



2020 NFHS
FOOTBALL RULES REMINDERS



Rules Reminder

FOOTBALL JERSEY NUMBERS 
RULE 1-5-1c

www.nfhs.org

The entire body of the 
number (the continuous 
horizontal bars and vertical 
strokes) exclusive of any 
border(s) shall be 
approximately 1½-inches 
wide, and a single solid color 
that clearly contrasts with the 
body color of the jersey 
starting in 2024.



Rules Reminder

FOOTBALL JERSEY NUMBERS 
RULES 1-5-1c, 1-5-1c(6) 

www.nfhs.org

The style of the numbers on all three of these jerseys are legal now and 
will be in 2024 as well.



Rules Reminder

FOOTBALL JERSEY NUMBERS 
RULES 1-5-1c, 1-5-1c(6)

www.nfhs.org

The style of the numbers on these jerseys are legal through the 2023 season. 
The following four types of number designs will be illegal in 2024.



Rules Reminder

TRIPPING 
RULES 2-45, 9-4-3o, 9-4-3o PENALTY 

www.nfhs.org

The foul for tripping has been 
expanded to include the 
runner. It is now illegal to trip 
any opponent. Tripping is the 
intentional use of the lower 
leg or foot to obstruct an 
opponent below the knee. The 
penalty is 15 yards.



2020 NFHS
FOOTBALL POINTS OF EMPHASIS



2020 NFHS FOOTBALL POINTS OF EMPHASIS

1.  Sportsmanship

2. Intentional Grounding

3.  Ineligible Downfield and Line of Scrimmage Formation

www.nfhs.org



Points of Emphasis

SPORTSMANSHIP

www.nfhs.org

When considering sportsmanship, many may first think only of the game participants (athletes and 
coaches) within the timeframe of the game. Although players and coaches are the most visible in 
their displays of sportsmanship, proper sportsmanship also includes public address announcers 
(PlayPic A), bands (PlayPic B) and spectators (PlayPic C).

A B C



Points of Emphasis

INTENTIONAL GROUNDING

www.nfhs.org

Under NFHS rules, unless using the legal exception in Rule 7-5-2e, intentional grounding is a foul whenever a 
forward pass is thrown to prevent a loss of yardage or to conserve time (PlayPic A)  or to an area not occupied 
by an eligible receiver (PlayPic B). High school referees need to be aware of these situations and, with the help 
of the line judge and linesman, make the correct call under NFHS football rules. 

A B



Points of Emphasis

INELIGIBLE DOWNFIELD

www.nfhs.org

Ineligible A players may not 
advance beyond the expanded 
neutral zone on a legal forward 
pass play before a legal forward 
pass that crosses the neutral 
zone is in flight. The neutral 
zone expands two yards behind 
the defensive line of scrimmage 
following the snap. When 
identifying A players who are 
illegally downfield it is 
important to make sure that 
the A player is clearly beyond 
the expanded neutral zone (2 
yards) at the moment that the 
pass occurs. 



Points of Emphasis

LINE OF SCRIMMAGE FORMATION

www.nfhs.org

Only one player may not be on the line 

but still penetrate the vertical plane 

through the waistline of his nearest 

teammate who is on the line. This 

player (A) must be in position to receive 

a hand-to-hand snap, but does not have 

to actually receive it. By rule, he is the 

only player allowed to be positioned in 

“no man’s land” at the snap. All other 

players not on the line must be clearly 

positioned as backs. The player marked 

(B) is in an illegal position.

B



2020 NFHS
MECHANICS CHANGES 2020



Rule Change

MECHANICS CHANGES 
2020

www.nfhs.org



Rule Change

MECHANICS CHANGES 
2020

www.nfhs.org



2020-2021 NFHS
FOOTBALL GAME OFFICIALS MANUAL



2020-2021 NFHS FOOTBALL 
GAME OFFICIALS MANUAL REMINDERS

▪ The Game Officials Manual Committee added and/or updated the following items 
for 2020-2021:

1.  Added new NFHS General Instructions for Football Game and Play Clock 
Operators.

2.  Changed NFHS Official Signal 23 to Disconcerting Act in the signal chart.

3.  Updated the Pregame Conference Responsibilities for the Crew.
4.  Game officials’ uniforms updated.
5.  Strongly recommend that Line-to-Gain Crews be adults.
6.  The referee should have the ball marked ready for play in three to five   

seconds following the placement of the ball.
7.   In five-person officiating crews, the line judge will now time the 

game if a visible game clock is not available.

www.nfhs.org

Game Officials Manual



RESET PLAY CLOCK-SIGNAL 17 (NEW) 
NFHS OFFICIAL FOOTBALL SIGNALS

www.nfhs.org

Game Officials Manual



2020-21 NFHS
FOOTBALL INFORMATION



2021 NFHS FOOTBALL RULE CHANGE 
PROPOSAL ONLINE FORM

Due:

November 1, 2020

Must be submitted to 
your state association 
office for approval. 

www.nfhs.org



NFHS RULES BOOK AS E-BOOKS 

▪ E-books features:
• Searchable
• Highlight areas of interest
• Make notes
• Easy navigation
• Adjustable viewing size
• Immediate availability
• www.nfhs.org/ebooks for more 

information

www.nfhs.org



NFHS RULES APP

▪ Rules App features:
• Searchable
• Highlight notes
• Bookmarks
• Quizzes for all sports
• Easy navigation
• Immediate availability
• Free to paid members of the NFHS Coaches 

and Officials Associations
• www.nfhs.org/erules for more information

www.nfhs.org

http://www.nfhs.org/erules


NFHS OFFICIALS EDUCATION





www.nfhs.org



2020 NFHS
CONSIDERATIONS FOR
CORONAVIRUS



2020-21 Officials Considerations for Returning to Officiating
In support of the Guidance for State Associations to Consider in Re-opening 
High School Athletics and Other Activities document released last month by 
the NFHS, the NFHS Officials Advisory Committee offers these considerations 
for state associations for the 2020-21 season.   The considerations outlined in 
this document are meant to decrease potential exposure to respiratory 
droplets by encouraging social distancing, limiting participation in 
administrative tasks to essential personnel and allowing for appropriate 
protective equipment.  These considerations are meant to cover officials in all 
sports while keeping in mind that protocols are different in each sport and 
adjustments may need to be made. 



▪ Return to Competition
▪ Uniform

• LEGAL UNIFORM
– Long sleeves are permissible. 
– Long pants are permissible. 
– Undergarments are permissible but must be of a similar length for the individual and a solid like color for 

team. 
• OFFICIALS UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT

– Air horns are permissible.
– Electronic whistles are permissible (supplies are limited).

o Choose a whistle whose tone will carry outside.
» Fox 40 Mini
» Fox 40 Unisex Electronic - 3 tone 
» Ergo-Guard - (3 tone) - orange 
» Windsor - (3 tone) grey

o Check the market for other choices.
– Cloth face coverings are permissible.
– Gloves are permissible.



Officials are not responsible for monitoring activities on the sidelines, 
such as social distancing, hand washing, symptoms of illnesses and 

other such issues.  This monitoring remains with the coaching staff and 
school personnel.



▪ Rules Considerations
▪

• PREGAME CONFERENCE
– Limit attendees to one official, the head coach from each team, and a single captain from 

each team; or speak with the team representatives in a separate meeting. 
o Use of headsets with other crew members (if applicable).
o Script the conference to ensure consistency with both teams.

– Coin Toss – Head Referee and 2 captains.
– Move the location of the pregame conference to the center of the court/field. All 

individuals maintain a social distance of 3 to 6 feet.
– Suspend handshakes prior to and following the pregame conference.
– Maintain social distancing while performing all pregame responsibilities.
– Encourage bench personnel to observe social distancing of 3 to 6 feet.  
– Maintain social distancing of 3 to 6 feet between the substitute, officials and/or 

teammate(s) by encouraging substitutions to occur closer to the area designated for 
substituting.  



▪ Pregame and Postgame Ceremony
▪

• Suspend pregame protocol of shaking during introductions.

▪ Suspend postgame protocol of shaking hands



1. Personal Responsibilities

a. TRAINING

i. Attend online meetings to review the rules for the coming year.

ii.Start physical training using online video or complete skills alone.  If you 

have been diagnosed with COVID-19, you should be cleared by your 

medical provider prior to initiating an exercise program.



• COMPETITION
– If you do not feel well and COVID-19 symptoms are present, notify the 

contracted school, your crew members, your assigner and stay at home.
o Take temperature in the morning and then again prior to leaving 

home/work for a contest.
» Notify site administrator immediately if temperature is elevated 

above 100.3 or a level recommended by your local or state health 
department.



i. “Vulnerable individuals” are defined by CDC as people 65 years 

and older and others with serious underlying health 

conditions.  Officials fitting this description may wish to seek 

medical advice prior to returning to officiating.

ii.Communicate with school athletic administrator about 

school/corporation contest expectations.

iii.Upon arrival at site and throughout the contest, wash and 

sanitize your hands frequently.



i.Travel – considerations should be given to travel 

policies.

ii.Do not share uniforms, towels, apparel and 

equipment.

iii.Maintain social distancing of 3 to 6 feet while in 

the locker room and/or on the court/field.

iv.Bring your own beverages.



GHSA By-Law 2.71 (c) (5) Directs host schools to provide a safe and secure changing 
areas for contest officials. In accordance with the safety provisions being instituted for 
returning to GHSA athletic competition, please follow the recommended provisions for 

contest officials throughout the regular season and playoffs. All members schools 
hosting a regular-season and/or playoff contest/event shall sanitize the officials' 

dressing area prior to their arrival, and provide sanitizing supplies in the dressing area 
for the individual needs of the contest officials, and have ample space to social 

distance.



2020 DISTRICT 
COORDINATORS



Area 1: Phil Salter - All Star, WGFOA, Columbus, Gold Leaf

Area 2: Ryan Wingers - Southern Eagle, Gold Coast, Hinesville, 

Coastal, Area 3: Lee Newsome - MGFOA, ICFOA, Augusta, 

Emerald City

Area 4: Clifton Puckett - NWGA, NEGA, EVFOA, 

Area 5: Larry Akins - AAFOA, AQBC, GOAA, CCFOA

Area 6: Bryan Stradley - Peach St., Multi-Co, GFOA, Lanier



TRAINING 2020



• Recommended Virtual Training – zoom/other, etc.

• Verify Training Schedule with District Coordinator

• DC may host a Varsity Camp for 6-person Mechanics

• Varsity Camps will be online and free for 2020

• Playoff Camps will be online and cost $30.00 in 2020

• All Rules questions please email Rick  Boedy and James Arnold

• All Mechanics questions email James Arnold

• Cc – Kevin Giddens on all emails



TRAINING CAMP 2020



Varsity Camps – Free

3 Online sessions and a test at the end of each session 

· GHSA, New Rules and Mechanics

· 6 Person Mechanics review by position

· Problem area session – rules/Mech.



2020 Playoff Camps

Online – Cost $30.00

o 6 Sessions online – with Test after each session
o Position meeting

o GHSA , Rules and Mechanics

o 4 Sessions on Problem Areas



2020 Playoff Camps

• Sign up will be online

•Testing will be online with a google document attached to 

each online session and submitted online

•No Credit for the camps unless testing is completed

•No Refunds on camps

•$2.00 surcharge for paying with credit card online on PayPal



PLAYOFF PROCESS 2020



www.nfhs.org

Officials Eligibility for the Playoffs

• Must attend a GHSA Playoff camp in 2020

• Must work enough GHSA games during the 2020 season to get credit 

for the year

• Must complete the GHSA online Clinic

• Must take and pass the online rules test with an 84 or better

• Must take the online seven person mechanics Clinic In November



www.nfhs.org

Association Crews Playoff Eligibility

For Rounds 3, 4 and 5

• The Number of crews each association can submit for 

evaluation for the last 3 rounds of the playoffs will be 

determined by the number of Playoff  eligible officials in 

each association.



www.nfhs.org

• The P.E.B will evaluate the Association Crews only

• Evaluate crews in their “area” after Weeks 11 of the 

regular season. 

• Then evaluate another “area” each week after. 

• All crews will have ranking before the post-season 

begins as a baseline

Setup and Rating 

Association Crews



www.nfhs.org

• Quarterfinal round- 32 games split up among the PEB board

• Semifinal round- all 12 rank 16. Each crew evaluated in person 

also.

• All scores are sent to Kevin to keep the running tally of rankings 

• The Evaluation Form will be sent to you weekly 

Setup and Rating 

Association Crews



www.nfhs.org

• Crews must be sent in to Kevin for review for eligibility by week 8

• All crews must work together weeks 11 and 12 of the regular 

season for review

• Crew Member out dates have to be coordinated with Kevin (he 

will work it out on a case by case basis) 

• Crews will be rated weekly

• Scores and Evaluations will be sent out weekly

Setup and Rating 

Association Crews



www.nfhs.org

• Crews that meet the playoff standard will work in the playoffs

• Crews will be evaluated each week of the playoffs and will 

advance if ratings dictate

• Evaluations will be sent to crews and association leaders

• Rating will determine the crews working quarter finals, semi-finals 

and Finals

Setup and Rating 

Association Crews



www.nfhs.org

• State will be divided in to 6 Districts 

• Each association can submit only 7 officials – 1 for each 

position

• Crews will be determined by Rick – with feedback from video, 

PEB area members and association leaders.

District Crews



www.nfhs.org

District Crews

D1:  All Star, WGFOA, Columbus, Gold Leaf

D2: Southern Eagle, Gold Coast, Hinesville, Coastal

D3: MGFOA, ICFOA, Augusta, Emerald City

D4: NWGA, NEGA, EVFOA, 

D5: AAFOA, AQBC, GOAA, CCFOA

D6: Peach St., Multi-Co, GFOA, Lanier



Setup and Rating – Area Crews

• Travel will be required for all area crew members

• Crew Member out dates have to be coordinated with Rick 

(he will work it out on a case by case basis) 



Setup and Rating – Area Crews

• All crews must work together weeks 11 and 12 of the 

regular season for review

• Crews will be rated Weekly

• Crew that meet the playoff standard will work in the 

playoffs



Setup and Rating – Area Crews

• Crews will be evaluated each week of the playoffs 

and will advance if ratings dictate

• Evaluations will be sent to crews and association 

leaders

• Rating will determine the crews working quarter finals, 

semi-finals and Finals



Setup and Rating – Area Crews

• The Association that sends the R is responsible for 

Assigning, billing and paying the whole crew regardless 

of the associations represented in the crew. 

• Also, that association is responsible for sending, billing 

and paying the clocks and chains (If needed).



Setup and Rating – Area Crews

• Deadline for nominations: October 1, 2020

• Area Crews released by Mr. Giddens: October 

15, 2020

• Area Crews begin to work together: October 30, 

2020 (last two weeks of season)



POSITION REPS TRAINING 
2020



Trainer and Position Assoc. 

Reps Training

• We will host a Zoom Meeting for Position Reps 

and the top 3 Members (At each Position) from 

each association

• Each Position will be a separate Zoom Meeting

• Dates will be announced

• Clinicians will review mechanic and answer 

questions from your groups



FLAG FOOTBALL 2020



Flag Football

• Each Associations assigned Football schools that 

has a Flag Football team in 2020 is also assigned 

to cover their Flag Football Games

• We will play NRISA Flag Football Rules – with the 

exceptions listed on the GHSA website – Under 

Flag Football



Flag Football

• Coordinator of Flag FB Officials – James Arnold

• Flag FB Liaisons – Jay Worley, Todd Downs & 

David Reynolds



Flag Football

• Each official that works Flag is will order there 

own book from NRISA (amazon).

• Virtual Training will be in August

• GHSA Officials that are registered for FB will be 

required to pay a separate fee to the GHSA -

$12.00

• Officials Registered to work only Flag - $32.00



Flag Football

• Games Fees are list on the GHSA website

• Schools playing Flag are listed on the GHSA 

website

• Schools are required to play 2 games per site per 

day



Flag Football

• If your association chooses not to cover Flag 

please let me know ASAP

• I will assign your games to another group.

• Training Info TBA 



IMPORTANT
DATES



QUESTIONS 
AND 

CONCERNS



THANK YOU

FOR ALL YOU DO!


